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SINCE THE EMPEROR'S VISIT TO JIJIGA, when the universal
sentiment of cowardice that the Ethiopian soldiers felt was
expiated upon two of their leaders, spirits were higher.
Taylor, our Military Attache in the south, made an inspec-
tion of Daggahbur and found the defences good. Anale
and Sasabaneh further down the valley of the Fafan were
turned into Ethiopian camps. Munitions were coining in.
The Italians showed no disposition to advance through the
Ogaden.

Graziani had turned his attention elsewhere. It was his
complete ignorance of what Ethiopian forces lay between
his north-western front at Dolo and Sidamo, the Ethiopian
province of Ras Desta, that disturbed him. Desta's inten-
tions of diverting the Italian Army of Somaliland had long
been publicised but the means by which he was to do it
remained a total mystery.

To Olol Dinle, the Sultan of the Shaveli with whom the
Duke of the Abruzzi had entered into relations on his
geographical expedition down the Webbe Shebeli, was left
the initiative of operations on that river. His tribal banda,
one or two thousand well armed Somalis, were aided by
Italian officers, wireless, armoured cars, tanks and by Dubats
of greater experience. By the middle of December he had
penetrated as far as Gabba, near the fort of Dedjaz Bayenna
Mared at Imi.

Between the Juba and Imi the Italian command, which
wished to create a defensive line across the whole of central
and eastern Somaliland while it dealt with the menace of
Ras Desta, created an artificial desert in the bush. At Yet
and two other strong points all the Somali herds were col-
lected : northward, the wells were systematically destroyed.